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Blokes ô Night Out A Huge Success  
The Donald Primary School would like to thank everyone who supported the 
School last Friday night.   Many business donated goods for the auction, spinning 
wheel and to be used as prizes for the night.  We thank you for your support.   
Also thanks to the numerous citizens who made donations to The Shed Appeal, 
even if they could not be present on the night.  The blokes would also like to 
thank all the ladies who worked extremely hard on preparing a magnificent BBQ 
Tea and sweets for the night.  (Report continued on the next page.) Pictured 
above the Corak All-stars winners of the tug of war!   

 

PLEASE NOTE :  MONDAY, 3 RD  IS A CURRICULUM DAY AND 
TUESDAY, 2 ND  NOVEMBER IS MELBOURE CUP DAY HOLIDA Y 
ï NO STUDENTS REQUIRED AT SCHOOL THESE TWO DAYS  
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The Donald Primary School Community Newsletter ï Published Every Tuesday 
Phone:  5497-1581           Fax: 5497-1828       Email: donald.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Additional Copies Available from: The National Bank & the Donald Newsagency 
Donald Primary School Website: http://www.donaldps.vic.edu.au (including Buloke Express) 

CALENDAR 
October 

Wednesday, 22nd         Prep Information Night   (2 sessions: 2.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.) 
Friday, 24th                   Prep Circus in the Black Room at 2.30 p.m. 
28th to 31st                    Book Fair 
Thursday, 30th              1st Kinder Visit 
Friday, 31st                   Jungle Drums ï óShekere Beatsô 9.15 a.m. 

November 
Monday, 3rd                  Curriculum Day ï no students required at School 
Tuesday, 4th                 Melbourne Cup Holiday ï no students required at School 
5th to 7th                        Grade 3/4 Ballarat Camp 
Thursday, 6th                Prep, Grade 1 & 2 BBq, Disco & Sleepover 
Friday, 7th                     St. Maryôs Fete 

HELP NEEDED FOR MEALS ON WHEELS THIS WEEK  

PREP 2009 INFO SESSIONS WEDNESDAY THIS WEEK 

PREP CIRCUS ON FRIDAY ï Come One Come All 

 

 

mailto:donald.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.donaldps.vic.edu.au/
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Big Shed Progress  report :   The total raised so far is  $60,898.70  
Has to be some kind of record!  

Thanks must also go to many School Councillors and teachers who worked hard on Thursday 

and Friday to set  up The Big Shed.   Thanks also to the families who attend Saturday 

morning for the cleanup. Well done to the parents who attended and enjoyed the night and 

also helped out on the bar, serving food, running spinning wheels and participating in the 

events.  Well done to the auctioneers who managed to raise $6 ,000  for the Shed Fund 

(Invoices sent out today) .  Overall it was a great night enjoyed by many.    

On the night it was also announced that the naming rights for the Hammill Street side of 

the ôBig Shedõ have also been sold.   The ôBig Shedõ will now be called ôLandmark Stadiumõ for 

the next four years.   

So financially , with sponsorship, donations, and fundraising activities , we believe we have 

raised  $60,898.70  for the ôBig Shedõ/õLandmark Stadiumõ so f ar this year. Even though 

our target for fundraising was $50,000.00  for the year and we have raised a considerable 

amount more this money will be used over the summer holiday period to  pour a plexpave 

surface over the concrete floor of the stadium and put some line markings down.   Any other 

money raised over the remainder of the year will be put towards this part of the project and 

will also be used to line  the stadium with some rebound walls .  These items or add -ons/ mini 

projects were not factored into th e initial bigger project.   This is was only made possible  

thanks to the generosity of the Donald and district citizens .   

In further news , we hope that the kitchen can move forward over the coming months .   We 

believe if we can stick to our original budge t , the kitchen should be able to be built from our 

money raised so far.    

Donõt forget our official opening will be on Friday, 28 th  November , beginning at 12 midday for 

lunch, and the opening ceremony at 2 p.m.     This event will double as our School Fete  for 

this year.   More details over the coming weeks .  The Donorsõ Board will be unveil ed on the 

day.  I f you would like your family recognised on this, itõs not too late!  A tax deduct ible 

receipt is available for those cheques made out to the ôDonald Friends and Neighbours.õ  

Once again, thanks to everyone for their support .   What an effort to raise so much money in 

such difficult times.  More photos and info on the blokesõ night in later pages of the Buloke 

Express.  

Prep Information Night for 2009  
The Donald Primary School will be holding two information sessions this week :  

Wednesday, 22 nd October , 2008  

     Session 1:      2.30 ð 3.30 p.m.  

     Session 2:      7.30 ð 8.30 p.m.  

Staff will be present to explain the Prep Program and other programs being o ffered at Donald Primary School.   

Each session will begin with a School tour.  If all goes to plan, we may even be able to announce our Prep 

teacher for 2009.  Information packs and enrolment forms will be distributed on the day.   

Please note that if you r child has any special needs, it is imperative that you contact the School Principal on the 

numbers listed above as soon as possible.   Your child may be eligible for special assistance funding and extra 

support.  However, this can only be obtained if the  correct forms and assessments have been undertaken.  

Please take the time to visit our great School and talk to the teachers before making a final decision about 

your childõs education.   If you cannot make it to any of these sessions, please contact the Principal to make a 

more suitable appointment.  
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THE PREP CIRCUS IS COMING TO TOWN ï 

FRIDAY, 24 TH  OCTOBER AT 2.30 P.M.  
Preps are busily practising a variety of entertaining acts to enthral and 

amaze you.   The children will bring home a note with costume ide as 

shortly.   The Circus will be held in the ñBlack Roomò this year.   Prep 

parents are invited to watch the Show at 2.30 p.m. and join us for 

afternoon tea after the show.  

 
MEALS ON WHEELS  -   HELP NEEDED THIS WEEK  

Thank you to the parents who have respon ded to our request for Meals on Wheels drivers.   

However, we still need two drivers (one for Wednesday and one for Friday).   Please contact 

the office if you can assist.  
 

LOST PROPERTY  

There is still a huge amount of lost property at School.   If you have lost any items of clothing, 

please check the Lost Property Box. 

 

Visiting Show  Next Friday  
Next Friday, Shekere Beats will perform at 9 .15 a.m. in the black room for our students.  This is 

just one of the many performances that our students receive each year.   The money to pay for 

these performances is included in your school fees.   We have not in the past excluded students 

from these shows (like the majority of schools do), however, with a large number of students 

having not paid school fees this year, it may have to happen in the future.    Remember, parents 

who receive EMA benefits can use this money to pay school fees.   Our school fees do not cover 

every activity, as the School Council is happy to provide extras for our students .   For example, 

nearly every School either charge parents for school books or parents have to provide their own on 

top of their school fees.  We, however, charge a nominal amount of $30 per student in our school 

fees, yet we allocate $75 per student in our budget for each grade.  Remember the school supplies 

all books and resources for this figure.  So please help us out or our school fees structure may have 

to change for next year.   

 

Updated Fridge Calendar  
Please find an updated fridge calendar attached to this weekôs newsletter, a few 

more dates have been added in or changed slightly   
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, HAPPY  BIRTHDAY TO YOU 
    HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR é.  

 

This week: 
 
 

Jessica Phillips (Grade 4) 
Breeanna Potter (Grade 1) 
Charlie Connolly (Grade 1) 

Leroy Drum (Grade 3) 
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Prep, Grade 1 & 2 Sleepover  ï 6 th  November  
Prep, Grade 1 and 2 students will stay at School and have afternoon tea, followed by a few games 

before a bbq tea at 5.30.   After this, Grades 1 and 2 will enjoy a disco.   Grade 2 then have their 

sleepover, and stay at School on the Friday.   Their lunch will be provided on this day at School.   

Permission and information sheets have been sent home with these Grades, and they should have 

a great deal of fun. 

 

DONALD SHOW FRIDAY CATERING  
The School would like to thank those who helped, either with their donations or preparing and 

selling the rolls and sandwiches for the Donald Show Catering on Friday, 10th October.   These 

tasks are made a lot easier with more help, and this was forthcoming.   Zoe Tonkin did a 

tremendous job with the planning and execution of the catering.  

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  

You are invited to join the party!  

Tuesday, 28 th  to Friday, 31 st  October in the Library  

Tuesday  & Thur sday  1 ï 3.30 pm , Wed nesday  10 ï 3 pm  and Friday  10 

ï 2.30 pm  

This i s an excellent opportunity to purchase books for Christmas gifts 

at very reasonable prices with a great variety of books to select from.  

 

As of this week, the Buloke Express will be 

accessible on the Donald Primary School website 

www.donaldps.vic.edu.au  

 
Donald Show Prizes  

The Donald Primary School entered many vegetables in the Donald Show and 

collected numerous prizes. 

First Prize:  One plate of Broadbeans, One Cauliflower, Six Stalks of Silverbeet, and 

One Pumpkin  

Second Prize: Jar of Chutney (beetroot), One Cabbage, One Cauliflower, One 

Lettuce, and General Collection of Vegetables 

Special Prize:  Highest Aggregate in Class P (Fresh Fruit and Vegetables) ï a Folding 

Multi Tool was the prize.  

 

Thank you to all students who have helped work in the garden, and who grew these 

wonderful vegetables. 

Mrs. Bird  

 

 

http://www.donaldps.vic.edu.au/
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GRADE 3/4 CAMP 

The camp to Ballarat is only 2 weeks away.   More forms and information will 

arrive home by the end of this week.   Please return these forms early next week 

so that final arrangements can be completed.   Could all payments please be 

finalised before the camp if possible?   A reminder that the camp cost is $110.   

We are looking forward to a great educational and FUN camp with your 

children. 

Jenny Goldsmith and Phil Connolly 

 

 

OUR TRIP TO THE CHARLTON CINEMA  
 

On Thursday last week Prep, One and Two went to Charlton to see Elephant Tales.  We had to go 

on a bus to Charlton to see the movie.  When we got to Charlton we had our brain food.   After the 

movie we had lunch under the tree near the pond.  Then we went for a quick walk and we went over 

the wobbly bridge. Next we had a play in the playground and then we hopped back on the bus to go 

back to Donald.  

By Shaun Sellick ï Grade 2 

 

Elephant Tales 

On Thursday Prep, One and Two went to Charlton to see Elephant Tales at the cinema.  It was 

about two little elephants who had lost their Mum. After that we went to the park to eat our lunch. 

Then we went over the wobbly bridge to go to the park and play in the playground. Next we went 

back to the bus and came back to school.                                             By Kayla Donnellon ï Grade 2                                                                                            

 

In the movie the rainbow drops were not from the rainbow.   The vegetarian vulture took the lollies 

from the children.                                                                                           By Nadia Bird ï Grade 1 

 

The elephant brothers lost their mother.   The hunters tried to trap the animals.   At the end of the 

movie they found a new mother and a home at an orphanage.                   By Remi Jeffery ï Grade 1 

 

In the movie Elephant Tales the badness was when the hunters killed the elephants mum.   

By Harry Cashin ï Grade 1 

 

My favourite part of the movie was when the elephants pushed the hunters ute over.  

By Keenan Harvey ï Grade 1 

 

The hunters caught or shot the animals to make money from the tusks.     

By Jackson Murray ï Grade 1 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 

Prep Award ï  Kade Geddes    for working really hard to design and make a ñBig Topò as part 
of our Circus decorations.   You have put a lot of work in over several days and added lots of 
terrific features!   Great work Kade!   
Grade 1  Award  -  Breea nna Potter    for being a friendly, co-operative student who always 
takes an interest in all School activities.   You like to bring things from home to share with the 
Grade, which is fabulous.   Your reading and story-writing has improved greatly.   Sensational 
effort, Bree. 
Grade 2 Award  -  Finn Smith    for a terrific start to Term 4 and your new School.   Well done!   
Keep up the great work. 
Grade 3 Award  -  Lauren Pearce    for always trying her best, and is always up-to-date with 
her work.   You did a great job with your country powerpoint, especially being the first one to do it.  
I love the way you use your initiative and do things for yourself, and also the way you help others.   
Well done, Lauren! 
Grade  5 Award   -  John Gillahan    for being a hard-working member of Year 5.   John has 
been applying himself fully to tasks set, and the results have been most pleasing.   He is 
endeavouring the improve his hand writing, and he is to be commended for this.   Well done John. 
Art  Award  -  Kiahn Powell    for  her enthusiastic approach to her Balsa wood project in Art.   
Kiahn has progressed well with her design and is solving arising problems as she learns different 
joining techniques.   Good work Kiahn!  
Kitchen/Garden Award  -  Joshua Potter    for his enthusi asm in the garden last week.   Josh 
was in a whirl of dust from his energetic raking and digging.   He will have to remember to drink 
water more regularly on hot days to avoid dehydration!   Great work, Josh! 
Staff  Award (Big Shed Fundraiser) ï  Mr. Forres t    for being a sensational Principal.   You 
do a fabulous job of organising activities for our School.   Top job for the fundraiser for The Big 
Shed last Friday night.   All the men had a great time.  
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Some of the Award 

Winners on the night 

were: Ash Rollinson 

(pictured left): Trailer 

Reversing Champion, 

85 Year Old óTinyô 

Bicknell (pictured 

right) was the Oldest 

Bloke óere winner, 

Tony Goode won the 

Sportsmanôs Award in 

the Gaelic Handball,  

Pete Russell won the 

Ironman and Colin 

Gilmour took home 

the Food Eating 

Champion Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

Auctioneers,  Paddy 

OôRielly (M. P. Jolly) and 

Jason Rice  (Elders), 

pictured at left, did a 

magnificent job of selling 

in excess of $6,000 worth 

of items.  

 

 

Pictured below are two 

happy Dads who had a 

great night out, Shaun 

Geddes and Wayne Pieria.  

 

 

 

 

On behalf of all the óBlokesô, we would 

like to thank the many Mums, wives, 

girlfriends and partners who allowed 

their óBlokesô to have a great night out.  

Iôm sure if the jobs around the home did 

not get finished on Saturday, the blokes 

will catch up with them this week! 
 
 
 


